Tim Jarvis AM - Environmental Scientist
Tim is a 44 year old environmental scientist, author, adventurer and public speaker with Masters degrees in environmental science and environmental law. He is committed to finding pragmatic solutions to major environmental issues facing us including climate change mitigation and adaptation, and unsustainable land use. He uses his public speaking engagements, films and books about his expeditions/work to promote progress/thinking in these areas in addition to working as a sustainability adviser on multilateral aid projects for organisations including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank & AusAID.

He has undertaken unsupported expeditions to some of the world’s most remote regions, including to the South and North Poles, and across Australia’s largest desert, the Great Victoria.  His environmental work is mainly focused on sustainable aid provision in developing countries. He currently works on projects in India, Indonesia and the Philippines.
He holds the world record for the fastest unsupported journey to the South Pole and the longest unsupported journey in Antarctica and was awarded the Australian Geographic Society’s ‘Spirit of Adventure’ medal for his kayak journey across Australia’s largest salt lake, Lake Eyre in 2004. 

Tim is a well known public speaker, talking to a wide range of audiences, including industry, conference groups, schools and the public, and has a long history of working with sponsors and the media. His main messages relate to people taking a more active role in the direction their lives take in both the business and personal environment, and in highlighting the importance of environmental sustainability. 
He is author of two books - the bestseller The Unforgiving Minute (publ. Random House) about his 3 polar expeditions to date and Mawson: Life and Death in Antarctica the book based on the international documentary film of the same name - officially endorsed by UNEP (the United Nations Environment Programme) in 2009. 
Tim’s most recent expedition was a retracing of polar explorer Sir Douglas Mawson’s polar journey of 1912/13. The modern expedition used the same clothing, equipment and starvation rations as Mawson on a journey where both of his colleagues died. The documentary made - Mawson Life and Death in Antarctica was flagship of the Film Australia ‘Making History’ series, and fronted Channel 4’s highly acclaimed ‘Edge of Endurance’ series in the UK in 2007. Expedition patrons were then Australian Prime Minister the Hon John Howard and the Hon Alexandra Shackleton (granddaughter of Sir Ernest Shackleton). 
The film was finalist for best documentary at the Graz Mountain and Adventure Film Festival, Austria, 2008; and won best documentary at the International Festival of Mountain Films Poprad, Slovakia, 2008 (for the combination of highest production values, documentary skill, the excellence of archival research and the risk taking of the subjects involved); and best director at the highly prestigious Jules Verne Film Festival in Los Angeles (Oct 08). 

Tim’s next expedition in 2011/12 will be to retrace polar explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton’s “double” - sailing a replica James Caird boat 1300kms across the Southern Ocean from Elephant Island, Antarctica to South Georgia and climbing over South Georgia’s mountains in an expedition ‘The Shackleton Epic’. A documentary film will be made about the expedition with major educational/science linkages including highlighting Antarctic ice cap melt. For more information visit Tim’s website at www.timjarvis.org.

Tim was made Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for services to environment, community and exploration in the 2010 Australian honours list and was made a Fellow of the prestigious Yale World Fellows Program, 2009 based on both his leadership to date and ongoing potential for global leadership in the field of environmental sustainability.
TJ Biography Oct 2010


